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noon of the 5th. She was escorted by the
destroyers Unity and Victor. A little later the
wind backed into the north and west and as the
head sea which it raised was too much for the
destroyers Captain Savin ordered them back.
At about 7.40 p.m. there was an explosion
which seemed to tear the centre of the ship
right out, and in a few moments she went down.
The disaster occurred about a mile and a half
from Marwick Head, where the coast is wild
and forbidding with dark cliffs rising sheer
from the waves. Only fourteen of the crew
escaped on Carley rafts, and of these two died
from exposure before rescue parties could
reach them. Some of the survivors stated that
they saw a group of military men in the gun-
room flat just after the explosion, another that
he heard voices crying, " Make way for Lord
Kitchener," and another that Captain SavilTs
last anxiety was to get him into the galley.
The German official account, Vol. V, pp.
201-2, gives details about the laying of the
mine. The High Sea Fleet was preparing to
come out for the move which led to the battle
of Jutland on May 31. The British Grand
Fleet would of course concentrate to meet it
The object of the Germans therefore was to lay
mines at the various exits from Scapa Flow in
the hope of interfering with this concentration.
The submarine U75 (Lieutenant-Commander
Kurt Beitzen) was one of those detailed to
watch the British base. On the night of May
28-29 he laid twenty-two mines off Marwick
Head and it was one of these that the Hamp-
shire struck.